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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hello Puyallup families. Welcome to the information presentation for PEEK, Puyallup’s Early Entrance to Kindergarten program.



Washington State law and 
Puyallup School Board Policy 
require that children must be at 
least 5 years of age on or before 
August 31 to enroll in 
kindergarten. 

PEEK is an opportunity for 
children with a birthdate 
between September 1 and 
September 30 to be considered 
for early entrance to 
kindergarten if they meet certain 
requirements.

References:
• Puyallup School District Policy 3110: Qualifications of 

Enrollment and Grade Placement
• WAC 392- 335 - 010: Uniform entry age for kindergarten
• WAC 392- 335 - 025 Local option exceptions to uniform entry 

qualifications
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Per Puyallup School District Policy and Washington state law, children must be at least 5 years old on or before August 31 in order to enroll in kindergarten for that school year. However, we know that every child is different, and that is why we established PEEK. PEEK provides an opportunity for children who missed the August 31 deadline to be considered for early entrance to kindergarten.



Must reside within Puyallup 
School District boundaries

Must turn 5 years old between 
September 1 and September 30

Must demonstrate advanced 
social emotional skills, fine and 
gross motor skills, and pre-
academic skills
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In order to be eligible for PEEK, a child must reside within the Puyallup School District boundaries, and must turn 5 years old between September 1 and September 30. It is also imperative that children demonstrate advanced readiness skills that show they can be successful in kindergarten.
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Kindergarten is a full day program

Typical class size is 18 to 22 children with 
one teacher

Academically rigorous

Students become increasingly independent 
throughout the year

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What does a kindergarten class look like? Well, kindergarten is a full day, like other grades. Kindergarten classes usually have between 18 and 22 students and one teacher. Kindergartners learn to work and play together. It is academically rigorous – children learn beginning language arts, math, social studies, and science. It is important to know that there are no naps in kindergarten, and children are expected to navigate school lunch routines. Children become increasingly independent throughout the school year.



Considerations:
• Your child will likely be the 

youngest in the class – as 
much as a year younger than 
other students

• This is a lifelong decision. Your 
child will always be younger 
than their peers. 

• Some children may become 
anxious or stressed if 
expectations exceed their 
developmental capabilities
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How do you know if PEEK is the best choice for your child? This is a lifelong decision so you’ll want to think about short- and long-term impacts. In the short term, your child will likely be the youngest student in their class. Some children experience anxiety if the expectations of their teacher or their peers are higher than their developmental abilities. In the long term, your child will be 11 years old when they begin junior high school, and 17 years old when they graduate from high school and leave for college. PEEK is a great option for some children, but not all.



• A child’s social emotional 
development is a bigger 
predictor of early school 
success than their academic 
skills or family background.

• Learning is a social process.

• Important skills for school 
readiness include making and 
keeping friends, appropriately 
identifying and regulating their 
own emotions, calming down 
when upset without harming 
others.

Source: Kindergarten readiness: Social and emotional 
development - MSU Extension
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Research shows that there is a strong link between a child’s social emotional development and their early school success. In fact, it’s a bigger predictor than a child’s academic knowledge or their family background. Because learning is a social process, if a child is struggling to regulate their emotions, follow directions, or get along with others they are not able to access academic learning. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/kindergarten_readiness_social_and_emotional_development


All PEEK candidates will go 
through an assessment process. 
This assessment includes 
activities that measure motor, 
concepts, language, self- help, 
and social development. 
Information on the child’s skills is 
also solicited from families and 
preschool/daycare providers.

Children must score significantly 
above their chronological age in 
all areas in order to be approved 
for PEEK. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In order to determine if a child has the advanced social, language, motor, and self-help skills required to be successful in kindergarten, all PEEK candidates will go through an assessment process which includes input from families and preschool or daycare providers. There are two phases of the selection process. Phase 1 is screening and Phase 2 is assessment.



1. Submit a PEEK Interest Form
2. Receive an application 

packet, including family and 
teacher questionnaires, from 
PSD

3. Completed questionnaires 
must be received no later 
than April 28

4. If the required documentation 
demonstrates that the child 
is in the above- average 
range, they will be scheduled 
for a PEEK assessment.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For phase 1, families will submit a PEEK Interest Form online. They will receive an application packet which will include family and teacher questionnaires and a timeline and checklist. Once we receive all completed family and teacher questionnaires, we will determine if the documentation shows that the child is demonstrating above-average skills. If so, they will be scheduled for a phase 2 PEEK assessment.



1. PEEK Assessments will be 
conducted in May and June.

2. Families are responsible for 
transporting their child to 
and from the assessment.

3. Assessments are conducted 
by qualified school personnel 
in a separate location from 
the family.

4. After June 30, the PEEK 
Selection Committee will 
review all information to 
determine if there is clear 
evidence that the child 
demonstrates readiness for 
kindergarten.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PEEK assessments will occur in May and June. The assessment is about 30-40 minutes long and will be conducted by qualified school personnel in a separate area from the family. It’s important that staff see how the child performs without the immediate support of family in the room – that independence from family is important for beginning kindergarten. Once all PEEK assessments are complete, the PEEK Selection Committee will review all information to determine if there is clear evidence that the child demonstrates readiness for early entrance to kindergarten and then notify families of their decision.



• Children can only be tested 
for PEEK one time.

• If there are extraordinary 
circumstances that may 
have impacted the validity of 
the test results, families may 
file an appeal within 10 days 
of being notified that the 
child was not accepted.

• Only about 5-15% of 
children who apply for early 
entrance are accepted.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Not all children will qualify for PEEK. Children can only be tested for PEEK once. A child will not be retested for any reason. If there are extraordinary circumstances that may have impacted the validity of the test results, families may file an appeal within 10 days of being notified that their child was not accepted. It’s important to remember that most children benefit from beginning kindergarten with their age-alike peers. Typically only 5-15% of children who apply for early entrance are accepted.



• Developmental readiness

• Monitor progress in all areas 
for first 4 weeks of school

• Student Support Team may 
recommend strategies if a 
child is struggling, or may 
recommend that the child be 
withdrawn from kindergarten 
until next year.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We always want children to be successful and don’t want a child to be frustrated at school if they are not yet developmentally ready for kindergarten. If a child is enrolled in kindergarten early, their classroom performance will be monitored by school staff. If after 4 weeks of school it is determined that a PEEK child is struggling, then the school’s Student Support Team will meet with the family to discuss how to best meet the child’s learning needs. The decision of the school team may be to withdraw the child from kindergarten for the remainder of that school year.



 February 28 – April 14: Complete 
the PEEK Interest Form

 April 28: All Phase 1 PEEK 
screening questionnaires due

 May 19: Families will be notified 
if their child is eligible for Phase 
2 PEEK Assessment

 May - June: Individually scheduled 
PEEK assessments conducted for 
those that qualify

 After June 30: Families are 
notified if their child qualifies for 
early entry to kindergarten

 Prior to September 1: Families of 
qualified students register for 
kindergarten at their 
neighborhood school
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here you’ll see the timeline for PEEK. If a child is chosen by the PEEK Selection Committee for early entrance, the family will need to register their child at the neighborhood school no later than September 1.



For more information about Puyallup Early 
Entrance to Kindergarten, call the District 
office at 253- 841 -1301 or email:

• Nancy Strobel, Director of Elementary Instructional 
Leadership strobena@puyallup.k12.wa.us

• Kris Wilkinson, Administrative Assistant 
wilkinkl@puyallup.k12.wa.us

13

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For more information about PEEK, call or email Nancy Strobel, Director of Elementary Instructional Leadership, or Kris Wilkinson, Administrative Assistant.

mailto:strobena@puyallup.k12.wa.us
mailto:wilkinkl@puyallup.k12.wa.us
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